9o	THE AGE OF REASON
At Malta, which belonged to the Knights of St John, the
prison consisted of several dirty and offensive rooms in the
hdtel de vitte. There were nine prisoners in it when Howard
arrived (April 1786). One of the prisoners, a Turk, had suffered
the torture, " in consequence of which mortification had taken
place." The surgeon was attending to him. Howard did not
stay long enough on the island to know the result. The galley-
slaves had many rooms. Some were employed in a woollen
manufactory. Most of them were miserable * blacks'—
peasants, fishermen, or sailors carried off from the Barbary
coasts by the Knights of St John, who were sworn to per-
petual war with the Turks. " How dreadful! " comments
Howard. " Do not these knights by such conduct make them-
selves the worst enemies to the cross of Christ under the
pretence of friendship? "
At Zante, in the Ionian Islands, which belonged to Venice,
the prison consisted of two rooms on the ground floor. There
were in it in May 1786 some five or six prisoners, very
dirty, yet scarcely distinguished from the tattered Venetian
soldiers.
At Smyrna, which was in the Turkish Empire, the prison
was near the sea, and had two rooms and a court. The execu-
tion of justice was very speedy, so that, on the three visits
which Howard made, there were no more than seven prisoners
there at a time. One of them had been bastinadoed so severely
that he was swollen from head to foot. Howard advised him
to bathe in the sea, and to apply plasters of salt and vinegar
to the soles of his feet. " In the use of these means, with the
addition of two doses of Glauber's salts, he recovered; and
I acquired a credit which made the keepers, in my subsequent
visits, particularly attentive to me." The debtors' prison had
four or five rooms and a court for the prisoners to walk in.
" In this populous city I found but fourteen prisoners at one
time, and at another time not so many. Their subsistence
depends chiefly on charity, and the collections made for them
in the Greek and Roman Catholic Churches."
At Constantinople Howard noticed nothing remarkable in

